
 
 

Readers are Leaders E-News 

Retired Teacher Discovers Literacy Council 
Tutoring is Most Rewarding Teaching Ever 

By Jacob Cohen 
Even after a long 
and fulfilling career 
as a teacher I had 
no idea how 
rewarding it would 
be to tutor for three 
years at the 
Literacy Council 
of Buncombe 
County. 
My first impression 
of the staff was one 
of professionalism, 
enthusiasm, and a 
clear sense of 
mission. I trained as 
a tutor for students 

for whom English is not their home language (ESOL). Erin Sebelius heads the 
ESOL program and she provided training which was practical, specific, and 
worthwhile. I know it was especially helpful for those volunteers who were 
unfamiliar with teaching strategies. Then she matched me with a student who 
had waited a long time due to a shortage of tutors. I don't know who was more 
excited---me or my student! What followed was a wonderful year or so with a 
man who wanted to improve his English for work and family responsibilities. 
That's when I began to understand that literacy tutoring is cultural 
understanding. I probably learned more about Latvian culture than I taught him 
about English and America. He seemed very satisfied and appreciative, 
though, and our friendship continues. Then I began to focus on students 
studying for the US citizenship test. I helped Russian and Ukrainian 
students master the study material provided by the US Immigration Service 
and gain the English proficiency and confidence needed to pass the test. 
They all work very hard work to accomplish that important goal. I was 
delighted to go with them to Charlotte for the test so I could witness our 
newest United States citizens. My volunteer work at the Literacy Council of 
Buncombe County is as good as teaching gets and I am thankful for the 
opportunity. I highly recommend it to anyone regardless of prior teaching 
experience. You will discover what it really means to teach someone and to 
be appreciated for it. 

 
Ksenia, Nikolai, Konstantin, Jacob

Who wants to be a Spellionaire? 
The Spelling Bee is back and better than ever!   
  
Teams of three adults each will compete in the word challenge of their lives 
on March 22. The team that abdicates the superfluous squads by spelling 
vocabulary like "abcoulomb" and "zyzzyva" will walk away with the 
distinction: Best Spellers in Buncombe County!    

When: Thurs., March 22 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Where: AB Tech Ferguson Auditorium 

How to Participate: Gather a team of three spellers, sign up, 
fundraise online, and spell your heart out! 

  
  
New this year:  

l Teams must have both spelling and concentration 
skills in order to disregard the pandemonium 
caused by a costumed, cheering audience!  Prizes 

will be awarded to audience members with the best costumes. 
l Involve relatives and acquaintances from all over the world! Spellers 

create online fundraising pages to raise their team fee of $250.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

February 8th, 9 - 10:30am: New tutor 
orientation  
 
February 9th, 5:30- 7:00pm: New 
tutor orientation  
 
February 24th,12- 1:30 pm: ESOL in-
service lunch and learn  
Teaching Listening Skills 
 
March 22nd, 6:30- 8:30 pm: Spelling 
Bee 

 

Welcome New Citizens     

  
 
Congratulations to our new US 
Citizens: 
Mirian Fuentes 
Lidia Ivanchenkova 
Konstantin Ivanchenkov 
Ksenia Ivanchenkov 
Nikolai Ivanchenkov  
Jindira Montero 
  
Special thanks to their tutors for their 
continued support and 
encouragement. 
Good luck to six other students who 
are currently studying for the 
examination.We look forward to having 
your names in an upcoming e-
newsletter.  
 

Introducing Eva 

Evana 
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l Pilfer another team's word! Purchase supplementary details! Teams 
that raise additional funding can purchase the opportunity to "cheat."  

l Acquire valuable prizes! While only one team can win the 
competition, many teams will receive prizes for participating.  

Eager to compete? We will limit the competition to 15 teams, so reserve 
your spot today by contacting Amanda Edwards (828-254-3442 x206 or 
amanda@litcouncil.com). 
  
  
  

ESOL Tutor Gives Lessons in Pie 

 
Ann Marie Behling, who has been a 
tutor with the Literacy Council since 
October of 1997, says "I baked my 
first pie when I was 8 years old so 
I've gotten pretty good at it. I enjoy 
helping others as they learn the 
secrets to a perfect pie crust. 
Besides, what's more American then 
apple pie?" In addition to tutoring in 
the ESOL program, Ann Marie has 

been sharing her baking secrets with her students. A little over a year ago, 
Ann Marie's student Alicia had her apple pie lesson, so this year as 
Thanksgiving approached Ann Marie decided it was time to take on pumpkin 
pie. "I like to teach by doing a step and 
then having my student do the same. 
While the pies were baking we did our 
regular lesson." Alicia got to take her 
pies home to her daughter, sister, and 
two brothers who reportedly enjoyed this 
lesson greatly. To see more photos of 
the afternoon of baking and reading, click 
here.  
 
 

ESOL Lunch & Learn:  Making Manipulatives to 
use in the Classroom  
  
Katie Winchell (a six-
year LCBC tutor) led 
January's crafty ESOL 
inservice.  She shared 
ideas for using various 
types of visuals, props, 
games, and other 
hands-on activities that 
students love. 
 Attendees had the 
opportunity to make 
some of the featured 
manipulatives for 
themselves, and to 
share ideas from their own bags of tricks.  Everyone agreed it was a fun and 
inspiring session.   Thank you, Katie! 
(Don't miss our next inservice on Teaching Listening Skills 
February 24 from noon- 1:30). 

Olimbia Loli was born on 12/17/11, 6 
lbs. 6 0z. 20in. 
"Thank you all for your sweet words, 
advice, and support. Artur and I are so 
grateful."  
- Becca Loli 
  

 

Share your story    
 
Do you have a unique teaching idea, 
or a story you would like to share.  
We love to pass on the wonderful work 
our tutors and students are doing each 
week. Send your submission to 
jon@litcouncil.com or pass your story 
to your program director.  

 

Social Networking: 
Are you a Fan? 

  
Like us/ Friend us/ follow us. We are 

on Facebook  Twitter  and 

Flickr.   
 
Stay connected and help us network 
by sharing our links with your friends. 

 

 Click Here to Subscribe

Questions? Comments? 
Contact us 
by phone  

828-254-3442  
or email 

literacybc@litcouncil.com 

Visit our website at 
www.litcouncil.com 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 
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